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Why Dr. King Still Matters 

 

9th Annual Interfaith Service of Celebration 
 The Progressive Religious Coalition of Augusta 

 

Rev. Veronica Goines, Keynote Speaker 
 

(Thank you for silencing your cell phones and pagers.) 
 

Gathering Music  Organ Prelude 
  James Nord, organist 

 Yaravi (from Five Miniatures) traditional, arr. William Grant Still     
Trio Intermezzo 

 
*Processional Hymn  Lift Every Voice and Sing See Insert 
 
Progressive Religious Coalition Welcome  The Rev. Henry Holt, III 
  
Congregational Welcome  The Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 
 
Invocation The Rev. Rick Rhen-Sosbe  
 
Anthem  My Soul’s Been Anchored In The Lord, traditional; arr. Moses Hogan 
 The Davidson Chorale 

 
*An Interfaith Litany of Remembrance and Peace  See Insert  

Quotations from Dr. King - Arranged by the Revs. Mark Deaton & Jason Haddox 
 
Musical Meditation  Variations on Kum Ba Yah, traditional, arr. Joel Raney 

Trio Intermezzo 

  
Introduction of Keynote Speaker   The Rev. Dr. Sid Gates 
 
King Memorial Address: “Getting To Luminous Darkness” The Rev. Veronica Goines 
 

 
A speaker, pastor, preacher, and lecturer from St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church in Marin City, California, Reverend Goines is 
the first female Keynote Speaker at the PRC’s Martin Luther King 
Interfaith Service.  
 

Reverend Goines’ ministry focuses on spiritual formation and 
revitalization, local and global community faith, continuing 
education, worshipful work, and recommitment to affirming the 
gift of racial and cultural diversity in an increasingly multicultural 
world. 
 



Anthem hope, faith, life, love, e.e. cummings/Eric Whitacre 
The Davidson Chorale 

 
Invitation to Generosity The Rev. Dr. Gaye Williams Ortiz 
 

The Progressive Religious Coalition has designated  
MACH Academy and Mercy Ministries of Augusta  

as recipients of proceeds from this evening’s offering. 
 

If you are writing a check, please make it out to:  
‘PRC- Augusta’ and write on the ‘For’ line:  ‘MLK 2016’ 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Offertory Morning Has Broken, folktune Bunessan, lyrics by Eleanor Farjeon 
 Trio Intermezzo  

 
Anthem  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need, traditional; arr. Mack Wilberg 
 The Davidson Chorale; Mr. Paul Hennessy, accompanist 

 
Greetings The Hon. Hardie Davis Jr., Mayor of Augusta, GA 
 
Communications of Greeting from the Community 
 
Invitation to Fellowship The Rev. Dr. Sid Gates 
 
*Going Forth:  Blessings from Many Faith Traditions 
 Ms. Linda Williams (Baha’i), Ms. Joyce Law (Buddhist), Rev. Terrence Dicks (Christian), 
 Mr. B.N.Roy (Hindu), Imam Jamal Daoudi (Islam), Rabbi Robert Klensin (Jewish),  
 Mr. Surinder Singh (Sikh), Rev. Gaye Williams Ortiz (Unitarian Universalist) 
 
*Closing Song:   Let There be Peace on Earth  
  

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God our Creator, brothers and sisters are we. 
Let us walk with each other, in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now, 
With every step I take, may this be my solemn vow: 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
Postlude 

 
Reception immediately following in Fellowship Hall 

 
*Please rise in body or spirit 



Participants In The Service 
Musicians 

Trio Intermezzo 
- Rob Foster, Flute 
- Justin Resley, Cello 
- Carol Cook, Piano 

 

The Davidson Fine Arts Chorale 
- Phillip R. Streetman, Conductor  
- Paul Hennessy, Accompanist 
 

*James Nord, Organist, Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Augusta 
 

Service Participants and Planning Committee 
* Ms. Lorraine Barlett, Member, First Baptist Church, Augusta 
* The Rev. Mark W. Deaton, Christ Presbyterian Church (USA), Augusta 
* The Rev. Terence A. Dicks, St. Johns Missionary Baptist Church, Brunswick, GA;  
 Georgia Coalition for The People’s Agenda 
*The Rev. Dr. Ellen Francis, Order of St. Helena 
* The Rev. Dr. Sid Gates, Presbyterian Church (USA), Augusta 
*The Rev. Dr. Jason Haddox, Episcopal Church, Augusta 
*The Rev. Henry Holt, III, Chaplain, Georgia Regents Medical Center;  
 Associate Minister, Beulah Grove Baptist Church 
* Rabbi Robert Klensin, Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Children of Israel, Augusta 
* Mr. Michael McCullen, Keynote Speaker, Inaugural PRC MLK Service 
* Ms. Brenda Morton, Member, Tabernacle Baptist Church, Augusta 
*The Rev. Dr. Gaye Ortiz, Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church, Augusta 
*The Rev. Rick Rhen-Sosbe, Metropolitan Community Church of Our Redeemer, Augusta 
*The Rev. Erwin Veale, Episcopal Church, Augusta 
Imam Dr. Mohamad Jamal Daoudi, The Islamic Society of Augusta 
Ms. Joyce Law, SGI-USA Buddhist Representative, Augusta 
The Rev. Gerald Ragan, St. Mary’s On the Hill Catholic Church, Augusta 
The Rev. Dr. Matthew Rich, Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church (USA), Augusta 
Mr. Bn. Roy, Hindu Temple Society of Augusta 
Mr. Surinderjit Singh, Guru Singh Sabha, Augusta 
Mrs. Linda Williams, Baha’is of Augusta  
 

*Members of the Progressive Religious Coalition 

 
Special thanks to everyone who assisted in making this evening’s event possible, in particular: 

Dr. Quincy Byrdsong, Office of Diversity & Inclusion, Augusta University 
The Congregation and Staff of Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Joy Amerman, Reception Hostess 

 
The Progressive Religious Coalition is proud to sponsor its 9

th
 Annual  

Interfaith Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Dr. King.   
We thank all of the participants, and acknowledge that participation  

is not indicative of full agreement with the PRC.   
The Vision and Mission of the PRC can be found at www.prc-augusta.org 

http://www.prc-augusta.org/


Hymn: “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  (words and music James Weldon Johnson) 

Lift every voice and sing, ‘til earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the list’ning skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 
 
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast’ning rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered. 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, ‘til now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might, led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, 
True to our God, True to our native land. 

 
 
An Interfaith Litany of Remembrance and Peace 
Quotations selected and arranged by The Revs. Mark W. Deaton & Jason Haddox  

Quotations from the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King  
 
One:  Have not our eyes filled with tears over the misuse of religion to breed distrust and ignite 
prejudice, creating walls and drawing lines between peoples of diverse cultures and traditions?   
ALL: Our loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation;  
this means we must develop a world perspective. 
 
One:  Is there any sorrow like the sorrow brought upon us when we invoke religion to condone 
the cruelty of potentates and declare their wars “just”? 
ALL: Our ultimate allegiance is not to the government, not to the state, not to the nation,  
not to any man-made institution. We have guided missiles and misguided humanity. 
 
 



One:  Have we not heard the taunts when we misuse religion to thwart scientific inquiry, 
to bolster prejudice and ignorance?   
ALL: Science deals mainly with facts, religion mainly with values.  
The two are not rivals. They are complimentary.  
 
One:  Have we not trembled when the clever and cunning ones, greedy for gain and arrogant in 
their foolishness, use knowledge and skill to prey upon the most vulnerable —infecting the 
healthy with disease and sickness, destroying the bodies and minds of the ill and defenseless, 
promoting lies which threaten creation itself?  
ALL: Nothing in all the world is more dangerous  
than sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity. 
 
One:  When have we grieved so deeply, as when religions fail to protect the children in our care, 
where edicts of indifference, disregard of moral discipline, and evasions of law attempt to cover 
up or condone abuse?   
ALL: Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter. 
 
One:  Where has outrage cried out so loud, as those places where religions discriminate against 
women and girls, restricting their access to the education and ability to make responsible 
choices about their lives, families, citizenship, reproductive health, vocations, and faith?   
ALL: Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane. 
Women, if the soul of the nation is to be saved, I believe that you must become its soul. 
 
One:  “I still hear people say that I should not be talking about the rights  
of lesbian and gay people, that I should stick to the issue of racial justice.  
But I hasten to remind them that Martin Luther King Jr. said: 
ALL: ‘Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.’” 
 
One:  Have we not ached with helplessness and rage when gun violence and mass shootings, 
suicide bombings and ghastly executions, unjust wars and nuclear threats, tribal annihilations 
and slaughters of civilians, terrorist slayings and senseless homicides aim to trivialize the 
sanctity of life, the bonds of family, and the meanings of community? 
ALL: I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. 
We must evolve, for all human conflict, a method which rejects revenge,  
aggression and retaliation. The foundation of such a method is love. 
  
All Eight Readers:  Let our lamentations confirm our common humanity, confirm the holiness of 
our tears, renew our courage, and strengthen our resolve to risk love, to grow in faith, and to 
work for peace with justice—in the spirit of Coretta Scott and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Jr.    
ALL:  If you can't fly, run. If you can't run, walk. If you can't walk, crawl.  
But by all means, keep moving.  
 
(Silence for meditation) 


